
Various Church Statements on Freemasonry 

The Southern Baptist Convention: 
There are eight major concerns that the Southern Baptist Convention has expressed about the teachings and practices of 
Freemasonry. These are: 
(1) Freemasonry uses offensive, non-biblical, and blasphemous terms relating to God. 
(2) Freemasonry insists on the use of “bloody oaths” or obligations, which are strictly forbidden by the Bible (cf. 
Matt.5:34-37). 
(3) Freemasonry urges that occultic and/or pagan readings be used, and that their teachings be appropriated in 
interpreting such concepts as the Trinity. 
(4) Freemasonry includes the Bible as part of the “furniture of the lodge,” but only as an equal with non-Christian 
symbols & writings. 
(5) Freemasonry misuses the term “light” to refer to moral “reformation” as a means to salvation. 
(6) Freemasonry teaches that salvation may be attained by “good works” and not through faith in Christ alone.  
(7) Freemasonry advocates in many of its writings the non-biblical teachings of universalism. 
(8) In some of its lodges, Freemasonry discriminates against non-whites 
 
Roman Catholic Church 
Catholic ban on Freemasonry since the Second Vatican Council 
In 1974 Cardinal Franjo Seper, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, sent a letter which seemed to 
relax the previous absolute ban on Freemasonry[9][10] which caused confusion[11] and led many Catholics to become 
Freemasons.[12] In 1981, the Congregation clarified this stance in a letter to the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, entitled Clarification concerning status of Catholics becoming Freemasons which said the private letter of 1974, 
on becoming public, had "given rise to erroneous and tendentious interpretations" and affirming that the prohibition 
against Catholics joining Masonic orders remained.[9] In 1983, the Church revised the Code of Canon Law in a way that 
did not mention Freemasonry directly causing some Freemasons to claim that the ban on Catholics becoming 
Freemasons may have been lifted,[13] although the ban was reaffirmed in the same year by the Vatican.[14] In 2000 a 
letter written by Father Thomas Anslow, a Judicial Vicar, indicated a more permissive attitude, although this was 
retracted by Anslow in 2002 because the "analysis was faulty."[15] 
 
DECLARATION ON MASONIC ASSOCIATIONS 
It has been asked whether there has been any change in the Church’s decision in regard to Masonic associations since 
the new Code of Canon Law does not mention them expressly, unlike the previous Code. 
This Sacred Congregation is in a position to reply that this circumstance in due to an editorial criterion which was 
followed also in the case of other associations likewise unmentioned inasmuch as they are contained in wider 
categories. 
Therefore the Church’s negative judgment in regard to Masonic association remains unchanged since their principles 
have always been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains 
forbidden. The faithful who enrol in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy 
Communion. 
It is not within the competence of local ecclesiastical authorities to give a judgment on the nature of Masonic 
associations which would imply a derogation from what has been decided above, and this in line with the Declaration of 
this Sacred Congregation issued on 17 February 1981 (cf. AAS 73 1981 pp. 240-241; English language edition of 
Osservatore Romano, 9 March 1981). 
In an audience granted to the undersigned Cardinal Prefect, the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II approved and ordered the 
publication of this Declaration which had been decided in an ordinary meeting of this Sacred Congregation. 
Rome, from the Office of the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 26 November 1983. 
Joseph Card. RATZINGER 
Prefect 
+ Fr. Jerome Hamer, O.P. 
Titular Archbishop of Lorium 
Secretary 
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19831126_declaration-masonic_en.html 
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Precisely by considering all these elements, the Declaration of the Sacred Congregation affirms that membership in Masonic associations «remains forbidden by the 
Church», and the faithful who enrolls in them «are in a state of grave sin and may not receive Holy Communion». 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19850223_declaration-masonic_articolo_en.html 
 
 

The [Roman Catholic] Church has imposed the penalty of excommunication on Catholics who become Freemasons. The 
penalty of excommunication for joining the Masonic Lodge was explicit in the 1917 code of canon law (canon 2335), and 
it is implicit in the 1983 code (canon 1374). 
 
Because the revised code of canon law is not explicit on this point, some drew the mistaken conclusion that the Church’s 
prohibition of Freemasonry had been dropped. As a result of this confusion, shortly before the 1983 code was 
promulgated, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued a statement indicating that the penalty was 
still in force. This statement was dated November 26, 1983 and may be found in Origins 13/27 (Nov. 15, 1983), 450. 
https://www.catholic.com/qa/what-does-the-church-say-about-freemasonry 
 

Furthermore, the higher degrees of Masonry’s Appendant Bodies are frankly blasphemous. The Royal Arch Degree of the 
York Rite reveals that the true name of God is JAH-BUL-ON, a fusion of the Hebrew Jaweh (Yaweh) with the names of 
pagan gods Baal and Osiris. The Scottish Rite’s eighteenth degree (Rose Croix) reinterprets the Cross and its I.N.R.I 
inscription as pagan symbols. A candidate for the thirtieth degree (Knight Kadosh) must trample the papal tiara crying: 
“Down with Imposture!” He vows to propagate light and overthrow “superstition, fanaticism, imposture, and 
intolerance,” qualities implicitly identified with Christianity, especially Catholic Christianity.  The best Catholic 
apologetics work against the Lodge is Christianity and American Freemasonry(Ignatius Press) by William J. Whalen….  
 
Numerous other Christian bodies also condemn Freemasonry, including many Lutherans, Evangelicals, Pentecostals, 
Baptists, and Orthodox followers of the Holy Synod of Greece. Even the Mormons, originally influenced by Masonry, 
condemn the Craft. 
 
The Catholic Church and the Lodge can never be reconciled. Freemasonry teaches a rival religion of Naturalism, whether 
it plots, persecutes, blasphemes, engages in philanthropy, or behaves politely. It treats all religions as equal but inferior 
to its own Gnostic wisdom. Alas, the vaunted profundity on offer never manifests itself from the shadows of secrecy. 
Even after a man has taken every degree known in the Masonic mansion, he will be no more enlightened than when he 
began, but considerably farther from the true Light. The Great Architect the Universe of Deism and Freemasonry is not 
the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—of Christians. 
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2017/02/07/freemasons-and-their-craft-what-catholics-should-know/ 

 
Official Statement of the Church of Greece (1933) 
The Official Statement 
 
The Bishops of the Church of Greece in their session of October 12, 1933, concerned themselves with the study and 
examination of the secret international organization, Freemasonry. They heard with attention the introductory 
exposition of the Commission of four Bishops appointed by the Holy Synod at its last session; also the opinion of the 
Theological Faculty of the University of Athens, and the particular opinion of Prof. Panag Bratsiotis which was appended 
thereto. They also took into consideration publications on this question in Greece and abroad. After a discussion they 
arrived at the following conclusions, accepted unanimously by all the Bishops. 
 
"Freemasonry is not simply a philanthropic union or a philosophical school, but constitutes a mystagogical system which 
reminds us of the ancient heathen mystery-religions and cults—from which it descends and is their continuation and 
regeneration. This is not only admitted by prominent teachers in the lodges, but they declare it with pride, affirming 
literally: "Freemasonry is the only survival of the ancient mysteries and can be called the guardian of them;" 
Freemasonry is a direct offspring of the Egyptian mysteries; "the humble workshop of the Masonic Lodge is nothing else 
than the caves and the darkness of the cedars of India and the unknown depths of the Pyramids and the crypts of the 
magnificent temples of Isis; in the Greek mysteries of Freemasonry, having passed along the luminous roads of 
knowledge under the mysteriarchs Prometheus, Dionysus and Orpheus, formulated the eternal laws of the Universe! 
 

about:blank
about:blank


"Such a link between Freemasonry and the ancient idolatrous mysteries is also manifested by all that is enacted and 
performed at the initiations. As in the rites of the ancient idolatrous mysteries the drama of the labors and death of the 
mystery god was repeated, and in the imitative repetition of this drama the initiate dies together with the patron of the 
mystery religion, who was always a mythical person symbolizing the Sun of nature which dies in winter and is 
regenerated in spring, so it is also, in the initiation of the third degree, of the patron of Freemasonry Hiram and a kind of 
repetition of his death, in which the initiate suffers with him, struck by the same instruments and on the same parts of 
the body as Hiram. According to the confession of a prominent teacher of Freemasonry Hiram is "as Osiris, as Mithra, 
and as Bacchus, one of the personifications of the Sun." 
 
"Thus Freemasonry is, as granted, a mystery-religion, quite different, separate, and alien to the Christian faith. This is 
shown without any doubt by the fact that it possesses its own temples with altars, which are characterized by prominent 
teachers as "workshops which cannot have less history and holiness than the Church" and as temples of virtue and 
wisdom where the Supreme Being is worshipped and the truth is taught. It possesses its own religious ceremonies, such 
as the ceremony of adoption or the masonic baptism, the ceremony of conjugal acknowledgement or the masonic 
marriage, the masonic memorial service, the consecration of the masonic temple, and so on. It possesses its own 
initiations, its own ceremonial ritual, its own hierarchical order and a definite discipline. As may be concluded from the 
masonic agapes and from the feasting of the winter and summer solstices with religious meals and general rejoicings, it 
is a physiolatric religion. 
 
"It is true that it may seem at first that Freemasonry can be reconciled with every other religion, because it is not 
interested directly in the religion to which its initiates belong. This is, however, explained by its syncretistic character 
and proves that in this point also it is an offspring and a continuation of ancient idolatrous mysteries which accepted for 
initiation worshippers of all gods. But as the mystery religions, in spite of the apparent spirit of tolerance and acceptance 
of foreign gods, lead to a syncretism which undermined and gradually shook confidence in other religions, thus 
Freemasonry today, which seeks to embrace in itself gradually all mankind and which promises to give moral perfection 
and knowledge of truth, is lifting itself to the position of a kind of super-religion, looking on all religions (without 
excepting Christianity) as inferior to itself. Thus it develops in its initiates the idea that only in masonic lodges is 
performed the shaping and the smoothing of the unsmoothed and unhewn stone. And the fact alone that Freemasonry 
creates a brotherhood excluding all other brotherhoods outside it (which are considered by Freemasonry as 
"uninstructed", even when they are Christian) proves clearly its pretensions to be a super-religion. This means that by 
masonic initiation, a Christian becomes a brother of the Muslim, the Buddhist, or any kind of rationalist, while the 
Christian not initiated in Freemasonry becomes to him an outsider. 
 
"On the other hand, Freemasonry in prominently exalting knowledge and in helping free research as "putting no limit in 
the search of truth" (according to its rituals and constitution), and more than this by adopting the so-called natural ethic, 
shows itself in this sense to be in sharp contradiction with the Christian religion. For the Christian religion exalts faith 
above all, confining human reason to the limits traced by Divine Revelation and leading to holiness through the 
supernatural action of grace. In other words, which Christianity, as a religion of Revelation, possessing its rational and 
superrational dogmas and truths, asks for faith first, and grounds its moral structure on the super-natural Divine Grace, 
Freemasonry has only natural truth and brings to the knowledge of its initiates free thinking and investigation through 
reason only. It bases its moral structure only on the natural forces of man, and has only natural aims. 
 
"Thus, the incompatible contradiction between Christianity and Freemasonry is quite clear. It is natural that various 
Churches of other denominations have taken a stand against Freemasonry. Not only has the Western Church branded 
for its own reasons the masonic movement by numerous Papal encyclicals, but Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian 
communities have also declared it to be incompatible with Christianity. Much more has the Orthodox Catholic Church, 
maintaining in its integrity the treasure of Christian faith proclaimed against it every time that the question of 
Freemasonry has been raised. Recently, the Inter-Orthodox Commission which met on Mount Athos and in which the 
representatives of all the Autocephalous Orthodox Churches took part, has characterized Freemasonry as a "false and 
anti-Christian system." 
 



The assembly of the Bishops of the Church of Greece in the above mentioned session heard with relief and accepted the 
following conclusions which were drawn from the investigations and discussions by its President His Grace Archbishop 
Chrysostom of Athens: 
 
"Freemasonry cannot be at all compatible with Christianity as far as it is a secret organization, acting and teaching in 
mystery and secret and deifying rationalism. Freemasonry accepts as its members not only Christians, but also Jews and 
Muslims. Consequently clergymen cannot be permitted to take part in this association. I consider as worthy of 
degradation every clergyman who does so. It is necessary to urge upon all who entered it without due thought and 
without examining what Freemasonry is, to sever all connections with it, for Christianity alone is the religion which 
teaches absolute truth and fulfills the religious and moral needs of men. Unanimously and with one voice all the Bishops 
of the Church of Greece have approved what was said, and we declare that all the faithful children of the Church must 
stand apart from Freemasonry. With unshaken faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ "in whom we have our redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches of His Grace, whereby He abounds to us in all wisdom and 
prudence" (Ephes. 1, 7-9) possessing the truth revealed by Him and preached by the Apostles, "not in persuasive words 
of wisdom, but in the partaking in the Divine Sacraments through which we are sanctified and saved by eternal life, we 
must not fall from the grace of Christ by becoming partakers of other mysteries. It is not lawful to belong at the same 
time to Christ and to search for redemption and mora1 perfection outside Him. For these reasons true Christianity is 
incompatible with Freemasonry. 
 
"Therefore, all who have become involved in the initiations of masonic mysteries must from this moment sever all 
relations with masonic lodges and activities, being sure that they are thereby of a certainty renewing their links with our 
one Lord and Savior which were weakened by ignorance and by a wrong sense of values. The Assembly of the Bishops of 
the Church of Greece expects this particularly and with love from the initiates of the lodges, being convinced that most 
of them have received masonic initiation not realizing that by it they were passing into another religion, but on the 
contrary from ignorance, thinking that they had done nothing contrary to the faith of their fathers. Recommending them 
to the sympathy, and in no wise to the hostility or hatred of the faithful children of the Church, the Assembly of the 
Bishops calls them to pray with her from the heart in Christian love, that the one Lord Jesus Christ "the way, the truth 
and the life" may illumine and return to the truth who in ignorance have gone astray." 
 
St. Nectarios Educational Series, No. 22 
Reprinted from: Borichevsky, Rev. Fr. Vladimir S. and Jula, Rev. Fr. Stephen N., Masonry or Christ?, Ch. V. 
http://orthodoxinfo.com/ecumenism/masonry.aspx 

 
Lutheran Church of the Missouri Synod 
Freemasonry. 
1. Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. This order traces its hist. to guilds of stone masons of the Middle Ages. The words 
“free and accepted” first appear 1722 in the name of the order. Membership in masonic associations was highly prized 
by men who traveled, because it offered assurance of assistance, hospitality, and good service. Operative masonry 
consisted of the total number of workmen that designed and erected bldgs.; they included freemasons, who worked in 
free stone, carved free hand, and used geometry. Operative Freemasonry descended from freemasons. Speculative (i. e. 
symbolic, theoretical) Freemasonry arose within Operative Freemasonry. Modern Speculative Freemasonry began in 
London 1717, when 4 lodges formed the Grand Lodge of England. Antiquity dating to Bible times is sometimes claimed 
for Masonic organizations, but such traditions are only legendary and cannot be substantiated. Masonic rituals have 
often been printed in code to assist the initiate in memorizing them; many deciphered versions have also appeared, as 
well as manuals and periodicals containing the symbols, ceremonies, and philos. of Masonry. 
 
2. Speculative Freemasonry put deism in place of the Christian elements of former guild rituals. The name of Christ was 
eliminated from all prayers and Scripture passages. The fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man became the 
dominant religious emphasis; a system of doctrines and symbolism was adopted. Masonry regards the Bible only as one 
of many valuable sacred books. It teaches resurrection of the body and immortality as religious doctrines, promising 
eternal bliss to all who follow Masonic ethics. Jesus Christ is not regarded as man's Redeemer. 
 



3. The Blue Lodge, in which the first 3 degrees (Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and Master Mason) are conferred, 
constituted the essence of Freemasonry. Higher degrees are arranged for those who wish to pursue Masonic philos. 
farther. 
 
4. Freemasonry at times adapts its program and philos. to the religious convictions of an area or country. In Eng. and 
Am., Freemasonry occasionally appears to support Prot. Christianity; but the “Christian” degrees of the Scot. Rite and 
the “Christian” Am. Rite contain nothing that would distinguish Christian from Muslim, Buddhist, or unitarian. The anti-
Christian character of the ritual is recognized by those who make an indep. study of the ritual and of its interpretation by 
spokesmen of the order. The lambskin is a badge of Freemasonry; it is to remind the Mason of purity of life, essential for 
admission into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 
 
5. Order of the Eastern Star. Am. Rite of Adoption organized 1876 at Indianapolis, Indiana; membership limited to 
Master Masons and most of their female relatives. The ritual borrows heavily from Masonic philos.; includes references 
to Jesus but is deistic. 
 
6. Order of the Rainbow. Organized 1922 at McAlester, Oklahoma; membership limited to girls who are children or close 
friends of mems. of the Masonic Lodge or Eastern Star. Each local lodge is sponsored by a Masonic or Eastern Star lodge. 
Religious emphasis centers in good deeds. 
 
7. Order of Job's Daughters. Organized 1920 at Omaha, Nebraska; similar to the Order of the Rainbow, but its 
membership is somewhat broader, including more girls of families unaffiliated with Masonry. The ritual revolves around 
the faithfulness of Job and emphasizes righteous service. 
 
8. Order of DeMolay. Organized 1919 at Kansas City, Missouri; membership limited to boys with close Masonic relatives; 
strives to teach patriotism, reverence and related virtues; functions as a preparation for Masonic membership; ritual 
approaches God apart from Jesus Christ and promises eternal life to those that abide by the philos. of the order. 
 
9. Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine (“Shriners”). Organized 1876 at NYC; related to Masonry 
inasmuch as it admits into membership only Masons of the Knights Templar degree (York Rite) and 32d degree (Scot. 
Rite); it is a playground of the Masonic Lodge. The order has performed notable service in treatment and rehabilitation 
of crippled children regardless of color, creed, or nationality. 
http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/display.asp?t1=F&t2=r 
W. Hannah, Darkness Visible (London, 1952) and Christian by Degrees (London, 1954); W. J. Whalen, Christianity and 
American Freemasonry (Milwaukee, 1958); T. F. Nickel and J. G. Manz, A Christian View of Freernasonry (St. Louis, 1957). 
TG, TFN, PHL 
 
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Selections from the below cited lengthy statement 

e. Salvation According to Masonry 
 
Every religion has a doctrine of salvation, and to that rule Masonry is no exception. Is the Masonic teaching on this 
important subject in harmony with the teaching of Holy Writ, or are the two at variance with each other? The answer to 
that question may well be unequivocal. 
 
Christianity claims to be the only true religion and to set forth the one and only way of salvation. Christ Himself 
declared: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). "In none 
other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must 
be saved" (Acts 4:12). But Masonry teaches that there is salvation in other religions as well. W. L. Wilmhurst, Grand 
Registrar of West Yorkshire District, says: "Our science in its universality limits our conception to no one exemplar. Take 
the nearest and most familiar to you, the one under whose aegis you were racially born and who therefore may serve 
you best; for each is able to bring you to the center, though each may have his separate method. To the Jewish brother 
it says: 'Take the father of the faithful, and realize what being gathered to his bosom means.' To the Christian brother, it 
points to him upon whose breast lay the beloved disciple. To the Hindoo brother it points to Krishna, etc. To the 
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Buddhist it points to the Maitreja of universal compassion. And to the Moslem, it points to his Prophet, and to the 
significance of being clothed in his mantle" (The Masonic Initiation, p. 105). According to the July 10, 1940, issue of The 
Covenanter Witness, J. S. M. Ward has attempted to express the same thought in verse: 
 
    "Bacchus died and rose again, 
    On the golden Syrian Plain; 
    Osiris rose from out his grave, 
    And thereby mankind did save; 
    Adonis likewise did shed his blood 
    By the yellow Syrian flood; 
    Zoroaster brought to birth 
    Mirthra from his cave of earth. 
    And we today in Christian lands 
    We with them can join hands." 
 
The Christian doctrine of salvation is heterosoteric; it teaches that man must be saved by another. Masonry's doctrine of 
salvation, on the other hand, is autosoteric; it teaches that man must and can save himself. "Freemasonry," we are told 
by J. S. M. Ward, "has taught that each man can, by himself, work out his own conception of God and thereby achieve 
salvation" (Freemasonry: Its Aims and Ideals, p. 187). And in his book, What Masonry Means, which is warmly 
recommended in an introduction by J. F. Newton, William F. Hammond says: "Masonry's conception of immortality is 
something for which man must qualify while still in the flesh. Through the fellowship of a moral discipline Masons are 
taught to qualify for the fellowship of eternal life" (p. 171). 
 
The Christian way of salvation is supernatural. But the Masonic way of salvation is naturalistic. According to Christianity 
the new birth is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. According to many Masonic authorities a person is born again 
through initiation into the lodge. H. L. Haywood, for instance, declares: "The whole process (of initiation) should be 
made one of the most crucial experiences of the candidate's life, one that will change him to the center of his being. It is 
like the moral and spiritual change which comes over a man who passes through the religious experience known as 
'conversion' or 'regeneration.' Masonic initiation is intended to be quite as profound and revolutionizing an experience. 
As a result of it the candidate should become a new man" (The Great Teachings of Masonry, pp. 30, 31). 
 
Salvation by grace is the very core of the Christian doctrine of salvation. But Masonry boldly teaches salvation by works 
and character. Says William E. Hammond: "Masonry inculcates faith in immortality as indispensable to moral living and 
urges its members to qualify for eternal life by the practice of those qualities—integrity, fellowship and service—which 
may reasonably be expected to constitute the felicity of a future life" (What Masonry Means, p. 175). At this point may 
be introduced two somewhat lengthy quotations from the pointed pamphlet, The Relation of the Liberal Churches and 
the Fraternal Orders, by E. A. Coil, a Unitarian minister and a Masonic Worshipful Master. Says this clear-headed writer: 
"That the fundamental difference in the principles embodied in the historic creeds of Christendom and those of our 
modern secret orders has not been clearly thought out is indicated by the fact that many pledge themselves to both. 
There are lodge men who, in the churches, subscribe to the doctrine that 'We are accounted righteous before God only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, by faith and not for our own works or deservings,' and 
enthusiastically join in the singing of hymns in which that idea is embodied. Then in their lodge meetings they just as 
enthusiastically assent to the following declaration: 'Although our thoughts, words and actions may be hidden from the 
eyes of men, yet that All-Seeing-Eye whom the sun, moon and stars obey, and under whose watchful care even comets 
perform their stupendous revolutions, pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and will reward us according 
to our merits.' A little child, once its attention is called to the matter, ought to be able to see that it is impossible to 
harmonize the creed statement here quoted, with the declaration taken from the monitor of one of our greatest and 
most effective secret orders, and found, in substance, in the liturgies of nearly all the others. If 'We are accounted 
righteous before God, for the merit of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, by faith and not for our own works or 
deservings,' then it cannot possibly be true that the All-Seeing Eye 'Pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, 
and will reward us according to our merits.' One of those declarations excludes the other. Men cannot consistently 
subscribe to both" (pp. 10, 11). Coil goes on to say: "I have been devoting much time to an investigation of the subject, 
and I say, without fear of successful contradiction, that the liberal churches, from their beginning, have been developing 



in thought and sentiment, along the same lines as those followed by most of our great modern fraternities. They have 
championed and advocated the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of Man, immortality, and salvation by character, 
and these are the very principles for which nearly all the great fraternities stand. Taught these principles in childhood, as 
they should be taught them in the Sunday schools and churches, people will not have to unlearn or deny them should 
they choose to identify themselves with almost any one of our present day fraternities, as those brought up in 
'Orthodox' Sunday schools and churches have to unlearn, deny or ignore much that has been taught them if they 
become members of a lodge" (pp. 17, 18). 
 
f. The Brotherhood of Masonry 
 
Scripture tells us that God "made of one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth" (Acts 17:26). 
Therefore it is not amiss to assert that there is a physical brotherhood of all men. It may even be admitted that by virtue 
of such remnants in fallen man of the original image of God as reason and conscience, all men are brothers in more than 
a physical sense. But Scripture emphatically denies that the universal brotherhood of man is spiritual. On the contrary, it 
teaches that there is an absolute spiritual antithesis between believers and unbelievers. Spiritually they are opposites 
like righteousness and iniquity, light and darkness, Christ and Belial (2 Corinthians 6:14, 15). 
 
Masonry boasts of the brotherhood of its members and glories in the universal brotherhood of man. Says J. F. Newton: 
"If one were asked to define Masonry in a single sentence, it would be to say: Masonry is the realization of God by the 
practice of brotherhood." He goes on to describe universal brotherhood as physical and intellectual and spiritual. It is 
spiritual, according to him, because, while religions are many, "Religion is One." He adds that the genius of the religion 
of Jesus was "the extension of the idea of the family to include all humanity" (The Religion of Masonry, pp. 116, 123ff.). 
And E. A. Coil says: "It is becoming more and more clear to me as the facts relating to the subject are brought out, that 
the fraternities and churches called 'Liberal' have been working along parallel lines; but, because the one puts the chief 
emphasis upon the fatherhood of God, and therefore emphasizes theology, while the other puts the chief emphasis 
upon the brotherhood of man, and therefore emphasizes sociology, they have not realized that they were occupying 
practically the same ground" (The Relation of the Liberal Churches and the Fraternal Orders, pp. 9, 10). 
 
g. The Universalism of Masonry 
 
There is a Christian universalism. God has His elect in every age and every nation. Ever since the fall of man the Son of 
God has been gathering the elect into His church by His Word and Spirit. In Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
bond nor free, male nor female, for all are one in Him (Galatians 3:28). John saw the four living creatures and the four 
and twenty elders fall down before the Lamb and he heard them sing: "Thou wast slain, and didst purchase unto God 
with thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Revelation 5:9). 
 
Masonry also lays claim to universalism, but its universalism differs radically from that of Christianity in that it denies 
Christian particularism and exclusivism. 
 
Christianity claims to have the only true book, the Bible. Masonry places this book on a par with the sacred books of 
other religions. 
 
Christianity lays claim to the only true God, the God of the Bible, and denounces all other Gods as idols. Masonry 
recognizes the Gods of all religions. 
 
Christianity describes God as the Father of Jesus Christ and of those who through faith in Him have received the right to 
be called the sons of God. The God of Masonry is the universal father of all mankind. 
 
Christianity holds that only the worship of the God who has revealed Himself in Holy Scripture is true worship. Masonry 
honors as true worship the worship of numerous other deities. 
 
Christianity recognizes but one Saviour, Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between God and man. Masonry recognizes 
many saviours. 



 
Christianity acknowledges but one way of salvation, that of grace through faith. Masonry rejects this way and substitutes 
for it salvation by works and character. 
 
Christianity teaches the brotherhood of those who believe in Christ, the communion of saints, the church universal, the 
one body of Christ. Masonry teaches the brotherhood of Masons and the universal brotherhood of man. 
 
Christianity glories in being the one truly universal religion. Masonry would rob Christianity of this glory and appropriate 
it to itself. 
 
Christianity maintains that it is the only true religion. Masonry denies this claim and boasts of being Religion itself. 
III. Conclusion 
 
The committee finds that the evidence presented concerning the religion of Masonry permits but one conclusion. 
Although a number of the objections commonly brought against Masonry seem to the committee not to be weighty, yet 
it is driven to the conclusion that Masonry is a religious institution and as such is definitely anti-Christian. 
 
Far be it from the committee to assert that there are no Christians among the members of the Masonic fraternity. Just 
as a great many who trust for eternal life solely in the merits of Christ continue as members of churches that have 
denied the faith, so undoubtedly many sincere Christians, uninformed, or even misinformed, concerning the true 
character of Freemasonry, hold membership in it without compunction of conscience. But that in no way alters the fact 
that membership in the Masonic fraternity is inconsistent with Christianity. 
Action by the Ninth (1942) General Assembly concerning the Report 
 
On motion the report was received and the Committee was instructed to send it to the ministers and sessions for their 
study.  https://opc.org/GA/masonry.html 
 
Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Freemasonry Report 
As noted above, the following report was adopted by the Board on March 1, 2007. 
 
Freemasonry goes by many names (Masonry [the name that will be used often in this overview], the Scottish Rite, Blue 
Lodge, Eastern Star [for women], and Shriners). Many people, even those who belong to the organization, incorrectly 
believe that freemasonry is merely a fraternal order, like the Rotary, Elks Club, or Lions Club. It is not. Masons deny that 
what they belong to is a religion. It is. 
 
Christian leaders who have spoken against Masonry include Dwight L. Moody, Charles Finney, Jonathan Blanchard, 
Charles Blanchard, John Ankerberg, and Walter Martin. Among the Christian denominations that have statements 
opposing and/or condemning Masonry are: 
 
    Assemblies of God 
    Church of the Nazarene 
    Grace Brethren 
    Wesleyan Methodist 
    Evangelical Mennonite 
    Orthodox Presbyterian 
    Christian Reformed Church 
    Reformed Presbyterian 
    Evangelical Lutheran 
    Missouri Synod Lutheran 
    Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
    Presbyterian Church in America 
    Methodist Church of England 
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    Church of Scotland 
    Baptist Union of Scotland 
    Roman Catholic Church 
    General Association of Regular Baptist 
    Russian Orthodox Church 
    Independent Fundamentalist Churches of America 
 
In 1992 James Holly, a Southern Baptist medical doctor, requested that the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) conduct a 
study of Freemasonry. It was agreed, and Dr. Holly wrote a 70+ page article that summarized his investigation: 
“Freemasonry Watch: The Southern Baptist Convention and Freemasonry.” Setting aside the study that was done, the 
SBC published its report on Freemasonry in 1993, noting SBC leaders who were also Masons, points of agreement 
between Freemasonry and Christianity, and areas of disagreement between the two. At that Convention the following 
recommendation was approved: 
 
In light of the fact that many tenets and teachings of Freemasonry are not compatible with Christianity and Southern 
Baptist doctrine, while others are compatible with Christianity and Southern Baptist doctrine, we therefore recommend 
that consistent with our denomination’s deep convictions regarding the priesthood of the believer and the autonomy of 
the local church, membership in a Masonic Order be a matter of personal conscience. Therefore, we exhort Southern 
Baptists to prayerfully and carefully evaluate Freemasonry in the light of the Lordship of Christ, the teachings of the 
Scripture, and the findings of this report, as led by the Holy Spirit of God. 
 
The Masons responded by publishing the following: 
 
Because of your support, the vote of the Southern Baptist Convention is a historic and positive turning point for 
Freemasonry. Basically, it is a vitalization of our Fraternity by America’s largest Protestant denomination after nearly a 
year of thorough, scholarly study. At the same time, it is a call to renewed effort on the part of all Freemasons today to 
re-energize our Fraternity and move forward to fulfilling its mission as the world’s foremost proponent of Brotherhood 
of Man under the Fatherhood of God (The Scottish Rite Journal, Aug. 1993). 
 
How should you and I respond to these seemingly contradictory views? The beliefs and practices of the Masons are 
difficult to evaluate. Numerous books and articles have been written on the subject. In addition to the study done by 
James Holly, an article published in The Master’s Seminary Journal (5/2, Fall 1994) by Eddy D. Field II and Eddy D. Field 
III, and “The Masonic Lodge and the Christian Conscience,” an article written by John Weldon and published by Christian 
Research Institute (founded by Walter Martin), is a book jointly authored by John Ankerberg and John Weldon, The 
Secret Teachings of the Masonic Lodge (1990 copyright). Using those resources plus Is It True What They Say About 
Freemasonry?, written by Arturo de Hoyos and S. Brent Morris defending the Masons, we would like to present the 
results of our study. The work done and assistance given by David Janssen, pastor of the Alliance Church in State College 
Pennsylvania, contributed to our conclusions. 
 
A summary statement of his findings is made by John Weldon in the article mentioned above: 
 
The Masonic Lodge in America is a highly influential organization claiming some four million members. Masonic leaders 
argue the lodge is not a religion but merely a fraternal body that seeks to better society and also assist the Christian 
church. It does this, they claim, by helping Christians become better members of their own faith. 
 
The truth is that Masonry is a distinct religion that espouses teachings incompatible with Christian faith in the areas of 
God, salvation, and other important doctrines. It is therefore inconsistent for any Christian to swear the oaths of 
Masonry to uphold and support the Lodge when Masonry’s own ritual, doctrines, and impact in history have denied and 
opposed biblical teaching. 
 
This is so despite the 1993 recommendation of the Southern Baptists at their annual convention that membership in the 
Lodge can be left to the Christian’s individual conscience. 
 



What theological positions are held by Freemasonry?  All who join the Masons affirm their belief in a deity, but upon 
investigation it is discovered that a Mason can believe in any deity, whether it be the God of the Bible, Buddha, Allah, or 
any other god. This means that the Lodge includes Christians, Muslims, Hindus, and followers of other religions. 
 
There are thirty-three degrees to Freemasonry. A majority of those who join never proceed beyond the third degree. 
When a person applies for membership in the Masons he becomes an “initiate.” He then must participate in three secret 
initiation ceremonies, called “degrees.” After completing the First Degree the candidate becomes an “Entered 
Apprentice Mason.” After completion of the Second Degree, he is a “Fellow Craft Mason.” With completion of the third 
degree, he is a “Master Mason.” This makes him a full member worldwide. 
 
The First Degree includes the prospective member receiving “The Lambskin Apron,” the most important emblem in 
Freemasonry. Concerning the apron, The Monitor and Officer’s Manual (the official textbook of the Lodge) says (p. 5): 
 

The lamb in all ages has been deemed an emblem of innocence. He, therefore, who wears the lambskin as the 
badge of a Mason, is continually reminded of that purity of life and conduct so essentially necessary to his 
gaining admission into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 

 
Note from that description, as Weldon points out, that the “Celestial Lodge above” refers to heaven, and “the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe” is one of the names Masonry has for its god. The statement speaks of “gaining” admission 
into the Celestial Lodge. By the use of the word “gaining,” the Lodge teaches that one earns or merits entrance into 
heaven on his own. That is, it is a matter of human effort. The statement also says that a person gains entrance into 
heaven by “purity of life and conduct,” teaching the achievement of salvation on the basis of human good works.  
 
Scripture contradicts that teaching. In 1 Peter 1:18-19, we read, “It is not with perishable things such as silver or gold 
that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious 
blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.” In Ephesians 2:8-9 we’re told, “It is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not of works, so that no one can boast.” 
 
In Masonic lore the chief character is “the Grand Master Hiram Abiff.” According to The Monitor (pp. 35-36), from the 
Third Degree one finds: 
 

Hence, my brother, how important it is that we should endeavor to imitate Grand Master Hiram Abiff in his truly 
exalted and exemplary character, in his unfeigned piety to God, and in his inflexible fidelity to his trust, that we 
may be prepared to welcome death, not as a grim tyrant, but as a kind of messenger sent to translate us from 
this imperfect to that all perfect, glorious, and celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Grand Master of the 
Universe forever presides. 

 
Again, as in the previous quotation, the teaching seems to be that one attains entrance into heaven by living a virtuous 
life. On the other hand, the apostle Paul wrote that God has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of 
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:9-10). 
 
When writing to the Christians in Galatia Paul made it clear that even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a 
gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned (Galatians 1:8). It appears to us that the 
Masons are preaching another gospel with regard to salvation! 
 
It also needs to be pointed out that oaths are taken by the Masons. In the First, Second, and Third Degrees, a Mason 
swears oaths to God, under penalty of death, to fulfill certain obligations. He swears to this oath on a book considered 
by his Grand Lodge to be sacred. The book varies depending on the dominant religion of the area. It may be the Bible, 
the Koran, or the Bhagavad Gita, depending on where it occurs. Also, candidates take their oaths at the altar of the 
Masonic god, the same altar at which they all kneel, regardless of their religious persuasions. 
 



At the end of each oath (according to The Monitor, pp. 23, 83, 138), the Worshipful master (the local Lodge head) 
informs the Mason that he is bound to all Masons. After the First Degree, the worshipful Master says, “Brother Senior 
Warden, release the candidate from the cable-tow, his being now bound to us by a stronger tie.” After the Second 
Degree, the Worshipful Master says, “Brother Senior Warden, release the candidate from the cable-tow, it being twice 
around his naked right arm, is to signify to him that he is now bound to the fraternity by a twofold tie.” After the Third 
Degree, the Worshipful Master says, “Brother Senior Warden, release the candidate from the cable-tow, it being thrice 
around his naked body, is to signify to him that he is now bound to the fraternity by a threefold tie.” These three 
statements illustrate the serious bond between Masons. Thus, by solemn oath the mason binds himself as a brother to 
every other mason, regardless of his god or religion. 
 
Beyond that, in the Second Degree, the candidate bows in reverence to the god of Freemasonry, called “G.A.O.T.U.” 
(Great Architect of the Universe). He does this after the Worshipful Master utters the following call: 
 

I will again call your attention to the letter G for a more important purpose [at that point the Worshipful Master 
raps a gavel three times; the raps instruct all present to rise]. It is the initial of the name of the Supreme Being, 
before whom all Masons, from the youngest Entered Apprentice in the northeast corner of the Lodge to the 
Worshipful Master in the east, should with reverence bow [all bow as the gavel is rapped a fourth time]. 

 
After this, all present bow toward the letter “G” suspended above the Worshipful Master in the East. Masons thereby 
pay homage to the false god of the Masonic Lodge. For a Christian to conceive that he is bowing to the true God does 
not mitigate this act of homage to a false god, because he is bowing to god as defined by the Lodge. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 Paul discussed the relationship of believers to unbelievers. In verses 14-16a of that passage it 
says, “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 
fellowship can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in 
common with an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?” 
 
Second Corinthians 6:14 prohibits believers from joining in any activity that forms a covenant-like bond with pagans and 
their idols. Paul’s counsel in such a situation was to abandon the relationship. A believer must not join himself to any 
unbeliever so as to associate himself with the unbeliever’s idolatry. 
 
In The Masonic Lodge and the Christian Conscience (p. 39), John Weldon wrote: 
 

The Lodge teaches clearly that one may earn admittance into heaven on the basis of works, regardless of 
religion. This is a false gospel, which places those who advocate such a doctrine under Paul’s imprecation. If this 
is not enough to convince a Christian not to involve himself in Masonry, it should be enough that a Christian 
Mason binds himself by oath to all other Masons in a way that associates him with their idolatry. In 2 
Corinthians 6:14 Paul forbids such a relationship. The activity of a Christian Mason is even more unbiblical, 
though, when he kneels at the altar of the false god of the Lodge and pays homage to its deity. These facts 
demonstrate that Christian participation in the Lodge is more than a matter of individual Christian conscience. It 
is imperative that Christians not participate in this organization. 

 
After a lengthy study on Freemasonry, the Christian Reformed Church concluded: 
 
There is an irreconcilable conflict between the teachings and practices of the lodge and those of biblical Christianity and 
therefore simultaneous membership in the lodge and in the Church of Jesus Christ is incompatible with and contrary to 
Scripture. 
 
Paul Bretscher summarized an appropriate response to Christian Masons: 
 

[The church can] make painstaking efforts when dealing with lodge members to have them realize the 
incompatibility of membership in a society which ignores or even denies Jesus Christ and in a society which 



confesses and worships Him as the Savior of lost mankind and as the King of kings and Lord of lords. (The 
Masonic Apostasy from Christ, Concordia Theological Monthly 26 [February 1955], p. 97). 

 
John Weldon said, “Masonry…claims to be a friend of Christianity, and yet it contains doctrines that are contrary to 
biblical teaching. As unpleasant as it may be, it is the obligation of the discerning Christian to point this out, both for the 
sake of the hundreds of thousands of Christian Masons and for those who might yet become Masons” (The Masonic 
Lodge and the Christian Conscience, p. 1). 
What does all this mean for The Christian and Missionary Alliance? 
 
The Committee’s opinion is that Masons need to be told that they cannot be at once members of the Lodge (which 
ignores Christ) and members of the church (which confesses him as Lord). At the same time, our responsibility is to do 
everything we can to win Masons to an undivided commitment to Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church. 
https://www.cmalliance.org/about/beliefs/perspectives/secret-societies 
 
General Association of Regular Baptist Churches 
Freemasonry 
WHEREAS Freemasonry in its speculative form has existed since the early 18th century, and has erroneously influenced 
multitudes through such groups as the Blue Lodge of the three degrees, Scottish Rite, York Rite, Job’s Daughters, 
Rainbow Girls, Tall Cedars, DeMolay, Daughters of the Nile, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles Mystic Shrine (A.A.O.N.M.S.) 
and Square clubs, and has deceptively included multitudes of professing Christians within its ranks; and WHEREAS 
Freemasonry is indeed a religion though purporting not to be, according to Albert Pike, the most important of all 
American Masonic authorities, who says, “Every Masonic lodge is a temple of religion, and its teachings are instructions 
in religion…this is the true religion revealed to the ancient patriarchs”; and WHEREAS Freemasonry firmly believes in the 
fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man by such statements as, “It (Freemasonry) seeks to make good men 
better through its firm belief in the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of man and the immortality of the soul” (from a 
tract published by the grand lodge of the state of Maryland entitled Freemasonry - A Way of Life); and WHEREAS 
Freemasonry claims priority over the local church by stating that “No institution was ever raised on a better principle of 
more solid foundation, nor were ever more excellent rules and useful maxims laid down, than are inculcated in the 
several Masonic lectures” (from the charge to the candidate in the first degree); and WHEREAS Freemasonry reduces the 
Bible to just one of many books of authority, Albert Mackey stating in his book, Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, “The Bible 
is used among Masons as the symbol of the will of God, however it may be expressed, and therefore, whatever to any 
people expresses that will may be used as a substitute for the Bible in a Masonic lodge. Thus, in a lodge consisting of 
Jews, the Old Testament alone may be used upon the altar, while Turkish Masons may use the Koran”; and WHEREAS J. 
D. Buck, M.D., another Masonic writer of importance, in his book, Symbolism or Mystic Masonry wrote, “In the early 
church, as in the secret doctrine, there was not one Christ for the world, but a potential Christ in every man. Theologians 
first…tore the Christos from the hearts of all humanity in order to deify Jesus”, thereby denying the 
deity of Jesus; and WHEREAS Freemasonry preaches a message of salvation by good works instead of by faith in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ, by the symbolism of the Lambskin or white leather apron which is the “badge of a Mason” 
and which reminds the Mason of “that purity of life and conduct, which is so essentially necessary to his gaining 
admission into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides”; 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that we, the messengers of the churches in fellowship with the General Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches, meeting for our 58th Annual Conference in Columbus. Ohio, on June 26–30, 1989, express our 
conviction that Freemasonry is cultish and a dangerous false religion leading many away from true salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ under the guise of compatibility with Christianity; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we 
commend the churches of our Fellowship who have taken a clear-cut stand against Freemasonry, and that we encourage 
churches which have not done so to do so; and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we commend to the people of our 
churches a recently published book by Regular Baptist Press. I Left the Lodge, by one of our pastors, Dale A. Byers, for 
useful instruction about this frequently neglected false religion. 
Columbus, Ohio 
June 26-30, 1989 
www.garbc.org › 2013/03 › Freemasonry-1989 PDF 
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Presbyterian Church of America 
"No one shall be received into membership into a PCA church who is a member of a Masonic organization. Present 
members of a church in the PCA who are members of a Masonic organization will be given a period of one year to read 
the report of the Committee to Study Freemasonry, pray and consider their membership in the Order in light of the clear 
statement of incompatibility of Freemasonry with Biblical Christianity. After said year, they will be allowed to resign 
membership or become the subject of formal church discipline." 
(Adopted by the General Assembly of PCA, April 15-16, 1988). 
 
Christian Reformed Church of America 
"The lodge member who desires to become a member of the church must be kindly but firmly shown that membership 
in the lodge and in the church of Jesus Christ involves a double commitment which our Lord himself does not tolerate. 
Those in the church who affiliate with the Lodge must be shown the error of their way, and if they refuse to repent must 
be placed under the censure of the Church." 
(Acts of the Synod, C.R.C.A., 1974) 
 
Russian Orthodox Church 
"The Church does not worship the god that is worshipped in Masonic temples... Masonry is a spiritual disease and is a 
rival of the Church as a moral guide. It declares that it is not a religion and yet claims to be religious... Since Masonry 
rejects the divinity of Jesus Christ and places Him on an equal level with founders of other religions, every Christian 
should stop and realize the implications of Masonry to his Christian faith." 
("Masonry or Christ", an official publication of the Russian Orthodox Church.) 
 
Lutheran Church 
"Masonry is guilty of idolatry. Its worship and prayers are idol worship. The Masons may not with their hands have made 
an idol out of gold, silver, wood or stone, but they created one with their own mind and reason out of purely human 
thoughts and ideas. The latter is an idol no less than the former." 
Report of the Lutheran Church "The Northwestern Lutheran," p. 281 31/8/1958 
 
Assemblies of God 
MINUTES of the 57th Session of THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 
Convened in Anaheim, California 
August 7–11, 2017 
Section 4. Membership in Secret Orders 
Ours is a last-day message in preparation for the coming of the Lord (Matthew 24:14), leaving us no alternative but 
wholehearted devotion to the cause of spreading the gospel (Luke 9:62); and it is well known that the various secret 
orders require much valuable time and interest, thus diverting the servant of the Lord out of the way (Ephesians 5:16). 
The nature of such organizations demands secrecy (John 18:20; Acts 26:26) reinforced by religious oaths (Matthew 5:34) 
and strong attachment by binding obligations to persons who are for the most part unregenerated (2 Corinthians 6:14). 
The spirit, philosophy, and general influence of such secret orders aim at the improvement of the natural man only 
(1 Corinthians 2:14; Colossians 2:8), thus wrongly channeling by incorrect interpretation important spiritual truths (2 
Peter 3:16). Confidence in these secret orders and their teachings has always tended toward the embracing of a false 
hope of salvation through good works and improved moral service (Ephesians 2:8,9). 
 
In consideration of the foregoing, all ministers affiliated with the Assemblies of God should refrain from identifying 
themselves with any of the secret orders that the General Council recognizes as essentially of the world, worldly; and 
the General Council advises any who may have identified themselves with such orders to sever their connections with 
them (2 Corinthians 6:17). Furthermore, Assemblies of God ministers are requested to use their good influence among 
our lay members to dissuade them from such fraternal affiliations (1 Timothy 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:24–26). 


